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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 

January 22nd, 2002. The time is 1130 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 

the Safety Battalion of the New York City 

Fire Department. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 
FIREFIGHTER RIVERA: My name is 

Firefighter Angel Rivera. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Firefighter Angel 

Rivera is assigned to Ladder 12 of the New 

York City Fire Department. We are in the 

quarters of Ladder 12. This interview is 

regarding the events of September 11th, 

2001. 

Q. Angel, in your own words tell us what 
happened. 

A. Okay. That Tuesday morning I came to 
work at 9:00 the 9 by 6 tour. So I was changing 
clothes and getting ready for work. There was 
excitement going in the firehouse: It's a bomb, 
it's a bomb, the World Trade Center is on fire. 
I never saw the plane hit, the first one, but I 


was watching the news and we were practically 
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glued to the TV set. There were rumors it was a 
bomb. Some of the people said it was a plane. 
Some people saw the plane. We actually didn't 
know what happened the first time. 

We were here, just waiting to be called 
to go. The battalion chief was called first with 
Engine 3. They responded first. We were left 
behind. As the second plane hit the second 
tower, we were called. It was a fifth alarm on 
first call. We responded to the second fifth 
alarm going on. 

Going down Seventh Avenue, everybody's 
looking. You can see the towers. It was 
terrifying what we were seeing from the rig: 
both towers, the black smoke pouring out. We got 
there. I think we came on Liberty Street and 
Water Street. That's where we parked the rig. 

We got off the rig. We could see 
people jumping out. We could see body parts all 
over the place. We were told go to the second 
tower, report to the lobby. We went and we 
reported to the command post. I don't remember 
who the chief was. 


Q. This was in the second tower? 
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A. The second tower, the second tower hit, 
yes. We reported over there. We were there 
about ten minutes before the chief told us go to 
the Marriott Hotel, go from the 14th floor up, 
search and evacuate all the floors. 

So we walk all the way up, no problem. 
Then we hear the explosion and debris falling. 

We were looking out of the windows and see body 
parts all over the place. It was scary. It was 
very sad. 

We searched 14, 15, went in one lobby, 
we came out the other way, we went in one 
stairway, came up -- when we hit the 19th floor, 
something horrendous happened. It was like a 
bomb went off. We thought we were dead. 

The whole building shook. The brick 
coming out of -- the door to the hallway into the 
hotel blew off like somebody had thrown it all 
over the place. It shook all over the place. We 
were thrown on the floor. 

We looked inside the lobby after 
everything calmed down, and everything was 
collapsed. The building was still shaking and 


we're still hearing explosions going on 
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everywhere, so we decided let's get out of here. 

After we decided to get out of there, 
we dropped everything. We had a roof rope; we 
dropped it. We didn't think about retaining our 
tools. We just wanted to get out of there. We 
ran all the way down to the fourth floor where we 
ran out of stairs. There were no more stairs. 

On the fourth floor we were all safe. 
Everyone was there, including a couple of guys 
from other companies. 

Q. Do you know what companies they were 
from? 

A. I think 38 Engine or something like 
that. I can't recall. 

We met on that floor, and we were all 
safe. We were all like -- we could have been 
over here. What happened, we looked out of the 
window of the hotel, the wall, practically, 
because the window was all blown up. There was 
no way out. The only way out was the roof rope. 

So Lieutenant Petti, who was in charge 
that day, and Firefighter Angel Juarbe decided to 
go retrieve the rope. Angel said, "I'll go get 


it." Lieutenant Petti said, "All right. I'll go 
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with you." So they went. 
I gave them a call like five minutes 
later. 

Q. Mention what channel you were on. 

A. We were on Channel 3. It was very hard 
to communicate to the command post. We had no 
idea what was happening. We had no idea that 
everything was gone. We were on Channel 3 and 
calling. I said, "12 Engine, 12, where are you?" 
"We're there. We're on the way down." 

On the way down they heard a mayday, 
"Mayday, mayday. This is Firefighter Brennan 
from 4 Truck. I'm trapped. I'm in the Marriott 
Hotel. I'm on the upper floor." Lieutenant 
Petti said, "Turn your pass alarm on so we can 
find you." He said, "I'm in pain. I cannot 
move. I'm losing consciousness. Please hurry." 
This is the last time I heard Lieutenant Petti 
say, "Keep talking. Keep talking. We're going 
to find you." 

When we came down to the fourth floor, 
we encountered two civilians there, one older 
fellow and one younger fellow. Mike Mullan, 


which is another of our guys who lost his life, 
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was with us. 

When Lieutenant Petti and Angel Juarbe 
tried to find this fellow from 4 Truck, Mullan 
decided to go -- he was with me on the fourth 
floor. We were safe. Mullan said, "I'm going to 
go up and give them a hand." The proby, a 
brand-new guy, wanted to go, and he asked me, 
"Should I go?" I said, "No. Just stay with me." 
The proby stayed with me. 

Mike Mullan walked one flight up, and 
then the most horrendous thing happened. That's 
when hell came down. It was like a huge, 
enormous explosion. I still can hear it. 
Everything shook. Everything went black. The 
wind rushed, very slowly [sound], all the dust, 
all the -- and everything went dark. 

We were rolling all over the floor, 
banging against the walls. We separated from 
each other. I thought I was alone. I thought I 
was buried alive. After a while -- we waited and 
waited and waited, and when the smoke and the 
dust started to give way, we could see a little 
light from where the stairway went. So we said, 


shit, this is the light of heaven or something or 
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this is the light to get out. 

The older guy was beside me. I touched 
him in the dark. I knew there was somebody 
there. Shit, if we're going to die here, make it 
fast. When the smoke cleared up, we saw the 
light very, very slowly just getting clear. 

Jesus Christ. We were exhausted. We were 
depleted. 

Q. Are you still in the stairway or did 
you get out into the lobby? 

A. No, the guys that were in the 
stairwell -- I was in the lobby. The guys in the 
stairway just fell down. That was Heinz Kothe 
and two other guys. They fell down the stairs. 
They were trapped somewhere down below, and they 
managed to get out, dig themselves out. 

Q. What company were they in? 

A. 12 Truck. 

Q. 12 Truck? 

A. Yeah. Those were the other guys, who 
were all there in the lobby. 

When that happened, these guys were 
trying to get down, trying to find their way to 


try to make a hole through the rubble to follow 
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the stairway, where the stairway was, to get to 
safety. That's when the second tower came down. 

When the second tower came down, we had 
no idea what was going on. We thought another 
plane, another bomb, another as a second device. 
We thought, this is it, we are dead. 

When that happened, as I told you 
before, everything was black. It was like being 
inside a storm or volcano or something, something 
horrendous. We said we're going to die, we're 
going to die, God help us. I thought that was 
it, after that it was no more, no more talking. 
That was it. We were all quiet and said where 
are we, what happened. 

The smoke cleared up, the ashes or the 
cement or whatever. There was a little opening. 
All the rubble had fallen and had formed like a 
ledge. First we walked out and we could see all 
the buildings building materials, all the beams, 
everything. I said, "Jesus Christ." 

We tried to walk through that rubble. 
It's very, very dangerous. I had an older guy 
with me. The older guy said, "What am I going to 


do?" I said, "Stay with me. I'm going to get 
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you out of here." He said, "But I'm an older 
man. I've just had heart surgery." Actually he 
said to me, "I don't think I can make it." I 


said, "Well, you're going to try, and we're going 
to make it." Actually he was very cooperative. 

We walked out onto the rubble. We're 
thinking it can collapse also and we're going to 
be dead if we stand here too long. So finally we 
found out where there was a beam. Maybe God put 
it there. It was an enormous beam about 20 feet 
away from us that was against the building but to 
the level where we were, like it started where we 
were, all the way to the ground. 

One of the guys said, "This is our way 
out." So we all went that way. But the other 
guys were eager to get out. You don't blame 
them. They all went that way. I have an older 
guy with me. What am I going to do now? 

What happened, I told him, "Okay, do 
you see what they do? You're going to do that." 
He said, "No, I can't." "Yes, you can." He 
said, "Okay." I grabbed him by the collar here. 
I put him on the beam. I said, "Just make sure 


you keep your balance. Just slowly slide down 
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all the way down. I'll be right with you." So 
that's how we got out to the bottom. 

When we got out to the bottom, there 
was a lot of debris, a lot of water, a lot of 
poles, more beams that we have to walk through to 
get to safety. We got out. There was nobody 
around. There was a mist. 

Finally somewhere in the distance we 
could see some like people walking, and there 
were some firefighters that were walking around. 
The old man, I took him all the way out and I 
handed him to a cop, to a policeman, which took 
him out to whatever, to safety, and he was 
transported to New Jersey or whatever. 

This man is keeping in touch with me. 
He found me through the Men'S Journal. One of 
the guys here was interviewed, and he gave all 
the accounts. He mentioned my name, that I was 
the last one out, carrying this older guy. This 
older guy, which lives in Florida, found the 
article. He called the firehouse. Ever since 
we've been best friends. He said, "Thank you for 
saving my life. What a coincidence to be saved 


by a firefighter named Angel." 
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That's what I can tell you, Chief. 

Q. Anything else you want to say, anything 
at all? 

A. That's it. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Thank you for your 
cooperation, Angel. 

FIREFIGHTER RIVERA: Oh, you're quite 
welcome, Chief. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: It's now 11:45, and 


that's the end of this interview. Thank you 


